
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 23 June 2010] 

 p4453b-4454a 
Mr Rob Johnson 

 [1] 

POLICE AMENDMENT BILL 2010 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Minister for Police), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [12.20 pm]: I move — 

That the bill now be read a second time.  

In 2004 the Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Any Western 
Australian Police Officer noted a deficiency in the commissioner’s ability to charge fees, cost-recover or 
facilitate third-party funding for police services at special events. A recommendation was made to include a 
provision within the proposed police administration bill to remedy this situation. In recent years a number of 
amendments have been made to the Police Act to bring important aspects of that act up to modern-day standards. 
As a result, the wider police administration bill project has yet to proceed. Accordingly, the government is 
introducing this bill to ensure that the intent of the royal commission’s recommendation is met without any 
further delay.  

The premise of this legislation is to facilitate the method by which the commissioner can seek cost recovery for 
large-scale events of a commercial nature. This recognises the impact that these events have on local police 
resources and ensures that the community of Western Australia is not left footing the bill for such events while 
the organisers reap considerable commercial and/or economic gain. The concept is one of user pays, as it 
envisages that event organisers will pass on the cost of policing services to patrons via a rise in ticket prices. The 
rise is not expected to be substantial. For example, in the case of a typical Australian Football League match at 
Subiaco Oval, the cost of policing services is not expected to add more than 60c to the price of the ticket for each 
patron.  

The bill introduces a charging regime only for events at which a charge is made for admission to the event or to 
participate in the event or events which are run for commercial gain or which are promoted, advertised or 
sponsored under a commercial arrangement. The event also has to be major in nature, and that is defined as an 
event that is expected to attract at least 5 000 participants or an event for which the Commissioner of Police 
considers it is necessary to assign at least 10 police officers to provide policing services.  

The bill limits the types of services that the commissioner can charge for to keep order at the event and provide 
an immediate emergency management capability and traffic management in the immediate vicinity of the event. 
The bill achieves a balance by providing several exemptions, including charitable events, events run for the 
benefit of local communities and public events such as Australia Day fireworks or the Anzac Day parade. The 
bill also has facility for further exclusions to be prescribed in regulations or for the minister to exempt a 
government-sponsored event. These exemptions will be made for events that the minister is satisfied will provide 
significant economic benefit, or publicity or contribution to the state’s national or international profile. The bill 
quite deliberately provides clarity of the method by which the commissioner may calculate the chargeable 
services to ensure there is the flexibility to include all costs incurred by the commissioner in providing policing 
services for the event, while at the same time ensuring that the charging regime is purely a cost-recovery exercise 
and not a commercial venture. The bill seeks to ensure that the charging policy is transparent by providing that 
the commissioner must make this policy publicly available.  

Finally, the bill inserts a new provision in the Police Act at section 138AA. This is to correct the disparity that 
exists between the constitution of the police force under the Police Act and the manner in which public funds are 
dealt with under the Financial Management Act and the Auditor General Act. It was discovered during drafting 
that there is an anomalous situation in that moneys received by the commissioner in his capacity as the head of 
WA Police may technically not be included in the net appropriation arrangements that apply to the police 
department. Section 138AA will resolve this for moneys collected by the commissioner under any legislation. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr M. McGowan. 
 


